ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 22, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 35

Introduced by the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO GRANT WEITZ & LUXENBERG, P.C. PERMISSION TO INTERVENE IN WAYNE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT ON BEHALF OF INGHAM COUNTY 
RESOLUTION #22 – 575

WHEREAS, opiate/opioid abuse, addiction, morbidity, and mortality has created a serious public health and safety crisis in Ingham County and is a public nuisance; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has the authority to take action to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, Resolution #18-113 authorized an agreement with Weitz & Luxenberg, P. C. to investigate and pursue, if appropriate, the County’s claims against the manufacturers and/or wholesale distributors of controlled substances in Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, a proposed settlement agreement has been reached with opioid distributers and Janssen Pharmaceuticals; and

WHEREAS, Ottawa County is objecting to the distributor settlement in the opioid litigation, even though it earlier elected to participate in the settlement with full knowledge of the amount it was projected to receive; and

WHEREAS, Ottawa County has filed a lawsuit and motion for injunction in Wayne County Circuit Court that challenges the settlement; and 

WHEREAS, Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. is requesting permission to immediately intervene in this lawsuit or any other proceedings in Wayne County Circuit Court to defend Ingham County’s interests in implementing the settlement. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners grants Weitz and Luxenberg the authority to intervene in Wayne County Circuit Court to defend Ingham County’s interests in implementing the settlement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is authorized to communicate that authority to Weitz and Luxenberg.  


